
ARK William Parker
Academy

2lst May 2015

Dear Parents and Carers

Re: Year 9 Routines and Behaviour for Learning

As you will have heard from your son I recently spoke to students, in special assemblies, about
standards of behaviour and our routines for learning, both of which play a significant part in our
success.

I was very clear about the high expectations we have of students in lessons and when moving around
the Academy. I have reminded them of the importance of following instructions from staff and of
fostering modes of behaviour that support their own and others' learning. I spent some time detailing
what acceptable behaviour looks like and the consequences for students whose conduct falls outside
of our expectations and consequently impedes the learning experience of those around them, either
by disrupting lessons or diverting their teacher's attention away from our core purpose. I was also
very clear that every student has the right to learn in an uninterrupted classroom and we will not
accept students failing to follow instructions from staff. I was extremely aware that I was addressing a
majority of students who arrive each day ready to learn and engage to a high level but it was
important that they too, heard how their effort will be supported and the commitment we have to
ensuring that they have every chance to succeed in the way they deserve.

Senior staff have visited lessons throughout each day and teachers have fed back how students have

responded, on an hourly basis. There has been an assembly at the end of each day where we have

shared successes with students and also demonstrated very clearly if standards have not been high

enough.

I have been extremely pleased with the way students have responded to this focus and have very
much enjoyed sharing the highlights of the day's learning with them so regularly. I hope that this has

encouraged them to share it with you in an even more detailed way, too.

Our key oblective is to build upon and continue to improve student progress and achievement. In

order to do this there must be a strict implementation of the Academy's Behaviour for Learning
policy to ensure the right environment for everyone. Behaviour that distracts learning or does not
meet high expectations in relation to couftesy and mutual respect cannot be tolerated. This also
applies to the Academy uniform expectations. lt is important for students to have a sense of pride in
their appearance and represent ARK William Parker well when in the local community.

ln addition to smaft uniform it is essentialthat students arefully prepared fortheir studies and arrive
each day with all of the necessary equipment. Too much time can be wasted at the start of lessons
dealing with students who do not have pens and other basic equipment.

ln order that we sustain the impact of our work over the past week or so I must call upon your
suPPoft.
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As well. as reiterating and discussing the content of this letter and the importance of positive
attitudes to learning, please use the forthcoming holiday as a chance to make sure your son has all

the basic equipment required for lessons each day, including an appropriate school bag. A full list of
equipment and uniform can be found on our website. I must also remind you that trainers may not
be worn with uniform, under any circumstances. lf you would like to discuss ensuring your son has

everything he needs please contact his Head of Year.

I must also update you on some impoftant information for next term. As you are aware Mr Morris
and Mr Pearne have been sharing the Head of Year role in Year 9. With immediate effecq Mr Baker
will assume the role of Head of Year 9 and will lead the year group for the remainder of the
academic year continuing into Key Stage 4. This is an important part of supporcing students as they
start their GCSE courses and in keeping a sharp focus on standards.

Year 9 assessments will start on l5.hJune and will lastfor one week. Assessments will be completed
in classrooms under strict examination conditions. The results of these assessments are critical not
only to determine the progress each student is making but to inform the development of next step
teaching strategies. Lessons immediately after the assessments will centre around 're-teach' activities
so that teachers can make sure any gaps in knowledge and skills are closed effectively. The outcome
of these assessments will also directly inform decision making about teaching groups for the start of
Year I 0. Specific guidance on what topics students should revise for each subject to help them
prepare, will be issued to students and also available on our website for you to see, so that you can

fully support at home. Class teachers will also be guiding students in the lessons leading up to the
assessments. lf you would like any further information please contact the appropriate Head of
Department. Contact details for all Academy staff, is available on the website. Also enclosed is a
letter from Mr Baker confirming your son's GCSE options and his Key Stage 4 curriculum pathway.

I appreciate that this letter contains a great deal of information however, it is important we keep you
well informed.

Thank you for your continued support. By working together we will secure the best possible

education for our students. I take this chance to wish you a pleasant break.

Yours faithfully

Daniel Hatley
PRINC!PAL
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