
REVISION FRENCH GCSE 
Topics 
Lifestyle 

• Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles and their consequences. 
• Relationships with family and friends. 
• Future plans regarding marriage/partnership. 
• Social issues and equality. 

 

Home & Environment 
• Special occasions celebrated at home. 
• Home,town,neighbourhood & region, where it is and what it is like. 
• Current problems facing the planet 
• Being environmentally friendly within the home and local area. 

 

Work & Education 
• What school/college is like. 
• Pressures and problems. 
• Looking for and getting a job. 
• Advantages and disadvantages of different jobs. 

 

LLeisure 
• Free time activities. 
• Shopping, money, fashion and trends. 
• Advantages and disadvantages of new technology. 
• Holidays- plans, preferences and experiences. 
• What to see and getting around. 

 

Spelling 

• Pay attention to spelling in French; especially the letters that do not sound at 
the end of words : 

• t, s, nt, r. 

• h  at the start of words (hôpital, hôtel). 

• Accents are very important and change words meanings, especially with verbs:  

Eg: je mange, j’ai mangé. 

 



Learn Numbers 

• Numbers are essential.!!! You need for the time,  dates and prices … so learn 
them.  

• Pay attention to : 
• Soixante/soixante-dix 
• Quatre-vingts/quatre-vingt-dix 
• Cent/deux cents 
• 71: soixante-et-onze; 91: quatre-vingt-onze 
•  

Linking words 

• Linking words are ESSENTIAL to get your answers right in the Questions of 
P/N/P+N ( in both papers ) 

• Look for  
• Addition : et, de plus, aussi, ou. 
• Showing contrast: mais, cependant, tandis que. 
• Giving opinions : à mon avis, selon moi. 
•  

Likes and dislikes 

• Make sure you recognise : 
• J’aime (beaucoup)  

• Je n’aime pas (du tout) 

• J’adore 

• Je m’intéresse à / je suis fasciné par/je suis fana de 

• Je déteste/je hais 

• Je ne supporte pas/ça m’énerve! 

Don’t underestimate 

• Don’ t take for granted basic expressions such as  
• Bonne fin de semaine 
• Bonne chance 
• Bon/joyeux/heureux anniversaire 
• Bon appétit 
• Bon travail 
• Joyeux Noël 
• Bonne journée 
• Mostly seen in the section from French-English.  



 
Questions 

• It is very important that you recognise  
all Wh- Questions in French ( they are confusing but SUPER IMPORTANT ) 
 
Où? -where? 
Combien (de)? -How much/many?   
Que/qu’est-ce que? - what    
Pourquoi? –why?  
Quand? –when?     
Avec qui?- with whom?  
Qui? –who?   
Comment? –how?    
Combien de fois par semaine? –How many times a week?   
Quel(s)/quelle(s)? -which? 
Quelle heure est-il? / à quelle heure? –what time is it?/at what time?    
Combien de temps? –how long? 
 

Grammar  

• Even though it is Reading and Listening paper, there is some writing involved so 
grammar needs to be accurate: 
 

• J’aimerais 
• je voudrais 
• il faut que  
• Je déteste     + INFINITIVE 
• Je devrais 
• Devoir / vouloir 
• any verb of like and dislike  

J’aimerais visiter Paris.  

Je voudrais travailler dans une banque.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tenses 
I’m giving you just a selection of the most difficult ones, make sure you study tenses   
Remember the imperfect –ais/-ait 

PRÉSENT PASSÉ FUTUR  

Il y a  Il y avait Il y aura 

Il/elle est Il/elle était Il/elle sera 

Il/elle a Il/elle avait Il/elle aura 

Je vais Je suis allé J’irai 

Je suis J’étais Je serai 

C’est C’était Ce sera 

Je fais J’ai fait Je ferai 
 

Opinions 

• You need to be able to recognise plenty of adjectives in all SIX topics, and 
more than  INTERESSANT and ENNUYEUX is expected of you.  

Check adjectives for describing PERSONALITY ( always a favourite in the exam ) 

 

 

Vocabulary 

• Pay special attention to most difficult vocabulary  on  WEATHER/ 
ENVIRONMENT / HOUSE CHORES/ FURNITURE  

• But don’t understimate PLACES/FOOD AND DRINK/ DIRECTIONS 
 

• IT IS IMPORTANT that you learn vocabulary suggested for the exam board  
• ( see specification AQA 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-4655 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-4655


GCSE Reading 

o Make sure that you actually read the question and give the information 
which is required. You could underline the key question word. 

• Look at how the answers are set out in the example.  Yours should follow the 
same pattern eg a verb + noun. If the example has one word only, yours should 

too. 
• Don’t expect the examiner to choose the correct answer (ie don’t put 

`apple/banana’, when only one answer is needed. 
• A word in bold in the question is a word you should take account of in your 

answer. 
• Don’t get halfway through a text and assume that you have found the right 

answer. Now is not the time to be lazy! 
• The higher paper is very long, so don’t waste time, but do answer every question. 
• Double check that you have not missed anything which would contradict the 

answer, eg negatives, opinions from different people or about different things! 
• Make sure your writing is clear – examiners probably don’t have time to work out 

what you mean! 
• Look out for verbs and other clues such as tenses, names, times, opinions, 

reasons… 
• Watch out for negatives, especially when two short words can change the whole 

meaning (ne… pas in French).  
• Double negatives can be positive eg: Ce n’est pas mal– it isn’t bad = it is good! 
• Does the answer need you to be very precise – make sure you give full details 
• In P, N and P+N questions, note that all three options will be used, ie there will 

always be at least one P, one N and one N+P in the answers’. (AQA exam report). 
• If the answer asks for two points, only include two. Only the first two answers 

will be marked. 

GCSE Listening 

•   Use the reading time wisely and pay particular attention to questions which ask 
you to answer by writing words or phrases. 

• Look at how the answers are set out in the example.  Yours should follow the 
same pattern eg a verb + noun 

• Don’t assume that you have the answer right after the first time the question is 
played, listen the second time to check in case you have missed something. Now 
is not the time to be sloppy! 

• Read the question very, very carefully and listen very, very carefully. Don’t 
switch off in the long pauses, or you might miss the beginning of the next 
question! 

• Read the question. 



• Which keywords will come up? 
• Listen out for them. 
• Which words are around the keywords? 
• Make sure your writing is clear – examiners probably don’t have time to work out 

what you mean 
• Listen out for verbs and other clues such as tenses, names, times, opinions, 

reasons… 
• Watch out for negatives, especially when one short word can change the whole 

meaning, (no… in Spanish) 
• Will the answer be split into different sections with a pause (a, b, c) or will you 

hear it all at once? (i, ii, iii) 
• Even if you don’t understand all of it, what would make sense? Can you guess the 

answer from the context? Do you have enough keywords to make an educated 
guess? 

• Don’t leave any answers blank, if all else fails you should guess! 
• Be very precise, especially when the work is used – it means full details exactly 

are needed 
• Listen for bits you know will come up and use them to help you to put the other 

bits in context. 
• If you change your mind about an answer, make sure the old one is crossed out 

 

Some good GCSE revision websites 
• 

 

 

 
• 

 

 • 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
http://linguascope.com/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/french.html
http://gcsemg.pbworks.com/

